Boundaries of time and space in the treatment of an HIV-positive man in midlife.
The author examines the contribution of psychoanalytic theory and practice to the treatment of an HIV-positive patient. She presents 2 years of analytically oriented treatment, highlighting the role played by the boundaries of time (the limits imposed by a life-threatening illness) and space (the closeness/distance dimension in therapy) in the patient's motivation to engage in treatment in spite of his traumatic history. The importance of the therapist's ability to function as a nonintrusive presence is explored.